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Scottish Area supports Scottish Scouts to Make Positive Impact In
Namibia
The 2017 President's Dinner of the Scottish
Area Institute of Water raised £9000 which
included generous donations of £2000 each
from both Ross-shire Engineering & Veolia.
The money was targeted on funding the
installation of a new borehole in Namibia. It
meant the money generously donated by
Ross-Shire and Veolia, and from a charity
raffle at the President's Dinner, was all spent
on a great cause - with a lot of hard work
from the young Scout volunteers.
Neil Rowland of the Forth Region Scouts was
the expedition leader and he gave a detailed
account of it: "We set targets for our work
before we set out and I'm pleased to say that
we met each of those targets on the trip
thanks to the efforts of his team. When we
returned to Scotland we left behind a
completed Kindergarten school room with
solar powered lights, two Blair VIP toilets and
pits prepared for two more along with a hand
washing station.

We erected two shade tunnels and a drip
irrigation system run from a separate 1000l
water tank and planted the first crop. We
have also provided temporary showers and
toilets for a scout camp site.
"We also installed a bore hole and 5000l
tank with solar powered pump. Without the
borehole in place we would not have been
able to complete half of what we actually
have as so much time would have been
spent bringing water from the village
tanks. We are still awaiting the water quality
report form the drilling company but the
locals say that the water from our bore hole
is better than the water from the village
one”.

Photograph: left to right: Nicola McFarlane (Veolia), Eilidh Sturgeon, Martin Mathers (WGM),
James Rowland, Neil Rowland, Belinda Oldfield (Institute of Water Scottish Area Past
President) and Emily Lang.
Written by Belinda Oldfield

Scottish Area – Autumn Seminar 2017
Ratho International Climbing Centre
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We were looking something to get the heart rate going and we found the perfect
place just outside Edinburgh. Europe’s largest indoor climbing arena is just outside
Edinburgh at the Edinburgh International Climbing Arena at Ratho. A high
adrenaline experience was guaranteed, for those who wanted it, with a 100 ft indoor
abseil for delegates during breaks and the opportunity to climb in the world class
climbing arena after school was out. On top of that the day started with a handful of
folks taking part in the inaugural Scottish Area 5km fun run along the beautiful, mist
laden, Ratho Canal which runs right past the location.
Extra-mural activities aside, we wanted to rev things up a little within the seminar
too. The theme of Back to the Future 2 – looking forward at the challenges in 25
years from now - gave everyone an opportunity to “have a bit of fun” with concept of
challenges ahead for the sector and how we might begin our preparations to deal
with them.
To put things in context we initially looked back at the industry 25 years ago, in
1992, with help from Geoff Aitkenhead, former Scottish Water Director and
Chairman of Scottish Water International. Introduced by this years Rising Star,
Kirstin Watt, who was born in 1992, Geoff painted a bleak picture of the state of the
sector in 1992, at one point highlighting how brown bathwater was pretty standard
in some parts of the country then.
We have indeed come a long way since then – a point fully reinforced by Alan
Sutherland, CEO of WICS. Alan then challenged us all further by making a
comparison to China and where they are currently looking at what their new build
assets will be required to withstand in 100 years from now.

Dr Duncan Bury looked at the Demographic Challenges in the future talking about
individualism ruling over pluralism, digitization, technology convergence and multiple
career turnover. He warned us if we don’t engage staff how will we be able to insert the
micro-chip into their hand in future.
Challenges facing the environment, clean water and waste water in future were
addressed by David Harley of SEPA along with Andy Dunbar and Gordon Reid, both from
Scottish Water. David is clearly a BTTF fan and featured Doc Emmet Brown a number of
times in his presentation as he talked about one planet prosperity, the circular economy
and opportunities for Scotland to lead by example. Andy took us on journey through
organics, bacteria, discoloration, lead and resilience – while Gordon talked about storm
water strategies, integrated catchment management and the combined challenges of
population shifts and climate change.
Delegates were then put to work and in groups they identified a series of tough questions
under the theme and headings of the day that we will use to frame our area events in the
next year. This will be particularly helpful when we run out Hydro Nation Leadership
Series events in 2018 – which we ran an introductory session for at the seminar. Other
updates included a brief from our Rising Star, Kirstin Watt, the announcement of the 2018
Rising Star, Lisa McKenzie, an update on the fantastic learning trip to Portugal from Ross
McCorrisken and the launch of the Innovation Awards for 2018.
The day was closed by Mike Stevenson, founder of Thinktastic, who picked himself up
out of homelessness at an early stage in life to become a successful businessman and
speaker extraordinaire with a message designed to inspire his audience to refocus, think
and act differently.
All in all, an action packed day and a weekend ahead as we hit the road – even though
Doc Brown had opened the day for us with the immortal words “roads, where we’re going
we don’t need roads”!

Article written by Jim Panton

This year’s conference featured an early-morning run!

Lisbon Study Tour 2017
In early September 2017 a delegation of 17
members of the Scottish and Northern Irish
areas of the Institute of Water had the unique
opportunity to travel to the city of Lisbon,
Portugal for the annual study tour!

Our next day on the tour was to meet our
hosts from Empresa Portuguesa de
Águas Livres (EPAL) for a presentation on
their network control and leakage journey
to date and their aspirations for the future.

Many of the group came from differing levels
of experience and backgrounds which made
for great networking opportunities within the
group.

We were given a fascinating overview of
the operation of the Lisbon Water supply
network and the work undertaken to
establish network control which has
achieved a fascinating reduction in
leakage of 15.6 l/ conn/ day in 8 years of
operation.

After a brief introduction it was straight off to
the historic town of Sintra for a cultural visit
and an opportunity for the group to break the
ice and get to know each other. The
excursion took us from the bustling urban
centre of Lisbon to the cooler climates of the
picturesque town of Sintra where we were
able to visit the extravagant residences and
decorative gardens of Sintra against the
backdrop of historic buildings and beautiful
scenery.

Article written by Ross
McCorrisken
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The group outside the Water Museum, Lisbon

Then to the Water Museum of Lisbon which is located within the former Barbadinhos
Steam Pumping Station. The museum was first established in 1987 to promote the
history and development of Lisbon Water Supply. On day three of the tour the group
made the trip North to the Castelo de Bode Reservoir which serves as the principal water
supply for the greater Lisbon area. The flows are pumped from the reservoir to the
Asseiceira Water Treatment Plant using 5no massive variable speed pumps and 2no
fixed speed pumps. The treatment works at Asseiceira works on flocculation streams with
the DAF clarification currently bypassed owing to the high quality of the raw water
source! Process sludges from the works are dried externally for re-use.
On the fourth day of the tour the group headed to the Águas Livres Aqueduct which was
constructed from 1731 to 1799 and measures 941 meters in length. The highest arch of
the structure is at 65 meters. The aqueduct initially provided 1.3 Ml/d and is no longer in
active service; classified as a national monument in 1910. Following the line of the
aqueduct we made our way into the heart of Lisbon to Mãe D’Água Amoreiras Reservoir
which was designed by Carlos Mardel in 1746. This beautiful piece of architecture was
designed to be “beautiful and not functional”. The reservoir has a capacity of 55000 m3
and is 7.5 meters deep with water entering down a cascade from the aqueduct.
Our final formal engagement of the week took us to the Nation Laboratory for Civil
Engineering (LNEC) to meet delegates from the Portuguese Water Partnership. There was
an opportunity for delegates to network and share ideas and experience.
The last day of the tour was the chance for the delegation to explore the city of Lisbon on a
cycling tour that took in the historic sights and backgrounds of the city and provided a
chance for the group to unwind after an action packed week!
The tour provided a unique and engaging opportunity to visit the wider European water
sector and see how other countries are working towards compliance with European
Directives and witness first-hand the similar universal challenges that the industry faces. I
would like to take the chance to thank our Portuguese hosts for their hospitality and to the
organisers of the trip, without whom the whole trip would not have been possible.

Welcome to Lisa McKenzie our new Rising Star!

Lisa writes: “At the Scottish Area Autumn Seminar it was a pleasure to hear from Kirstin Watt,
who was just coming to the end of the rising star program and told us all about her highlights of
the year. I'd applied and had been recently interviewed, so I was listening with great interest and
the program sounded like it was getting better with every passing year.
When Jim Panton asked all the finalists to stand, he talked about how difficult the decision was
and encouraged those who had applied before not to be disheartened and to apply again.
Having previously applied, I thought that was it for me, I was out, so I was surprised but
absolutely delighted when he called my name!
I'm really looking forward to the first event, the Utility Week awards dinner in December, and
meeting the participants from other areas, finding out about what they do and starting this
journey with them. Kirstin talked passionately about the change she's seen in herself in just a
year, so I'm excited to see what's in store for myself and the others in class of '18”.

Driving Mentoring & CPD
Congratulations to the following members who have achieved their status this year:
Lisa McKenzie
Warren Bradshaw
Kevin Murray

Veolia
Highland Council
Scottish Water

Water Strategy Project Lead
CDM/ Water Safety Officer
Reservoir Analyst

CEng
IEng
IEng

There is an identified need for companies within the Water Industry to prove that their
staff have achieved and are maintaining their professional competence. Fortunately, the
Institute of water has a strong record of supporting their members to achieve
professional registration at all levels to demonstrate individual commitment to their career
development.
Across the country, our volunteers meet and support existing and new members, initially
through networking during our showcase technical and social events. Progression from
initial contact to a ourney towards Registration can be daunting however the Scottish
Area provide good examples and support through Lunch Byte events and individual
contact.
The Institute held an event attended by over 30 people in July which showcased tools
managed by our HQ staff to help members record their CPD and engage a mentor. With
2/3 of attendees facilitating the event via Webex and many from across the UK, we
provided clear answered to many questions to de-mystify the complete process.
Following on from that event, we embarked onto a process to really engage with over 60
of our existing registrants to help them become active mentors. With the online webbased platform, Mentormatch, we show how to move towards a structured conversation
which lies at the heart of a good mentoring relationship.
Please do get in touch if you would like to know more!

Article written by Rob Bradley

Scottish Area Annual Fishing Trip
On 26th August the Institute of Water Scottish fishing contingent gathered at Oban quayside
to enjoy a hopefully successful, but more importantly, rain-free day. This year there were 2
sponsors, WGM and Ecotec, so we allocated a boat each, WGM on the MV Creagallan and
Ecotec on the Laura Dawn.
After the customary welcome and Brandy shot to “tight-lines” (thanks to Robbie Venard for
supplying the Brandy) clutching goody bags for the day from Ecotec, we set off down the
picturesque loch to start our competition. The weather was great compared to previous years
and it was more of a breeze issue than rain, but we aren’t complaining. Refreshments and
food were available all day and everyone returned happy if not a little weather beaten.
So to the results; no surprise that the winner was Alan Dick (someone really needs to come
and get his name off the shield!) with 28 fish, second was Scott McCrae with 16, Heaviest
catch (6lb) Edie Bradley and most species went to Paul Banfield (thanks to Alan Dick for the
donation of a bottle of Whisky). As a first we gave a Junior Award to Adam McCrae who put
some of us to shame with his count of 10 haul. Ecotec had a prize of a bottle of whisky for
their boat, which was won by Andy Spiers with a catch of 11. With beginners luck the Laura
Dawn trounced the MV Creagallan with 126 total fish to 52. Better luck next year WGM!
Another fantastic day was had and those staying over in Oban had a great evening. Thanks
again to our sponsors, skippers and to those who came along.

Article written
by Kathy Auld
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Left to Right: Sam Pollock (Ecotec), Alan Dick (winner) and Willie Mackay (WGM)
We are always interested to hear what our members are involved in. If
you have any news or articles which you would like to share with the
Scottish Area, please send to kirstin.watt@scottishwater.co.uk. Thank
you!

